Dear Visitation Family, Shalom (Peace)!

On this First Sunday of Lent, in the Opening Prayer of the Mass called the Collect, the priest
prayed on our behalf in these words: “Grant, Almighty God, through the yearly observances of Holy Lent
that we may grow in understanding of the riches hidden in Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their
effects! ” This prayer clearly teaches us the purpose of the just begun season in the liturgical year: to grow
in understanding of our faith and pursue our call by a worthy life.

Every year, on the First Sunday of Lent, we read about the Temptations of Jesus from one of the
three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). This year, cycle “C”, we hear from St. Luke (4:1-13). All
three evangelists say that after the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan, when in that theophany of the Holy
Trinity, Jesus was publicly declared as the beloved Son in whom the Father was well pleased, the Spirit led
Him into the desert where He remained for forty days and was tempted by the devil. Have you ever
wondered about that? Why would the Holy Spirit lead Jesus into the desert for forty days of fast and then to
be tempted by Satan? We know that whatever God does, is not only for our salvation but also for our
imitation. He needs nothing for Himself. Therefore, what does this mean for us?

Right after declaring the identity of Jesus publicly, now the Spirit is preparing Him, the Promised
One, for His mission, namely, to combat the evil. That preparation camp is in the desert. Desert is an arid
place, with no escape from the harsh weather, no distraction to divert one from one’s mission. In the desert it
is a matter of life and death. It is a place of SWOT (Strength, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats)
analysis. Jesus in His divinity needs no such training. But in His humanity, being one of us, He is teaching us
about the importance of training to resist the evil one. The great lesson He teaches us is to focus on the
fundamentals, the basic, and the core values.

Lent indeed is a desert experience, a time of simplicity, purification and asceticism. It is given to us
by God Himself! In the Bible we notice a pattern of God leading the chosen ones through such desert
experience before they begin their mission. Desert is a time of stripping away, so that the fundamental things
that might otherwise be hidden, are brought to light. That is why, during the season of Lent, both in liturgy
and life we outwardly have some of the desert experiences so that we may truly focus on the most essential
aspects of our faith and then be able to practice the core values that can enable us to fulfil our mission to be
truly Growing Disciples of Christ, and to be Growing Disciples for Christ.

So, our Holy Mother Church asks us not to decorate the altar with flowers so that our eyes may be
drawn to the most essential One on the altar, namely Christ who is hidden in the sacred mysteries. She asks
us to use musical instruments during this season only to give necessary support to the singing, so that our
minds may ponder on the words we hear that speak of God'’s salvific action in our lives. The Gloria and the
Alleluia are omitted during the liturgy, so that we may be made more aware of our need for repentance and
long for redemption. The ashes, the fast and abstinence, call for intensity in prayer and increase in charity
are all our desert experience so that we may learn to combat the enemy: the Satan, the flesh and the world.
Remaining in the same place, in the same surrounding, with business as usual, we will not be able to build up
our arsenal to fight the spiritual war against such a vicious spiritual enemy. The external expression of the
desert experience that God’s Spirit leads us into is a sign of God’s love and providence for us and at the
same time it is an indication of our willingness to embrace the necessary preparation for the inevitable
combat which will determine whether we live or die.

The very last verse of today’s gospel: “When the devil had finished every temptation, he departed
Jfrom him FOR A WHILE? tells us that the devil wasn’t done with Jesus yet. He would come back again and
again. But Jesus would resist him forcefully as He did today, with the Word of God, His humble Obedience
to the Father and His loyal Trust in the Divine Providence. He prayed daily, and was certain of His identity
and clear about His Mission. Thus He won! As we remember our baptism, the privileges we received and the
promises we made to always remain as God’s children, to obey Him lovingly and to trust Him fully, let us be
reminded that we too will be tempted to doubt our identity and our mission. May this Lenten desert
experience help us focus on the essence of our faith and effectively pursue our call to be the children of
God and Jesus’ missionary disciples filled with the Joy of the Spirit!

God bless and Mary protect you and yours now and always! I'm blessed to be your father in Christ!

Fr. Edwin Kagoo THY WILL, LORD!



MASS INTENTIONS & LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

Sat, 03/09- 6.00pm Sun, 03/10 - 8.00am Sat, 03/16 - 6.00pm Sun, 03/17 - 8.00am
1st Sunday of Lent 1st Sunday of Lent 2nd Sunday of Lent 2nd Sunday of Lent
+Charlotte Ann Thornton | Parishioners +Doug Landry Parishioners
Weeke_nd Mass +Rose Greger +Charlotte Ann Thornton
Intentions +Grace Hoelscher +Erwin Kahlig
+Margaret Helpert +Gladys Kahlig
+Laurie Hoelscher +All Souls
+All Souls For conversion of sinners
Brenden Doskacil James Lorenz James Lorenz Bryce Fikes
Altar Servers Logan Kleypas Addison Wilde Addison Wilde Nate Hoelscher
Carter Kleypas Wylie Stojanik Wylie Stojanik McKenzie Hughling
Parker Peters Grant Meyer
Lector Caroline Hoelscher Jerry Loden Kelby Kosel Tammy Ryan
Gift Bearers Carl Hubik Family Randy Frei Family Otis Meier Family Terry Frenzel Family
Ushers Paul Doskocil & Johnny Polach & Mike Heise & Chris Hrabal &
Randy Lorenz Charles Moeller Michael Heise Lynwood Kleypas
Extr. Min. of HC | Kerri Meier Geraldine Kahlig Kelby Kosel Marilyn Rudloff
Rosarv Leaders Caroline Hoelscher Edna Spivey & Caroline Hoelscher Edna Spivey &
y Dorothy Smith Dorothy Smith
Money Counters Neal & Tammy Ryan & Jay & Joyce Wimberley Mike & Sylvia Heise & Gary & Melissa Frei

Voc.CrossFamily | Charles & Cindy Moeller Gary & Bernadette Ketterman

Church Cleaners | 03/09 & 03/16 Jean Herzog, Jacque Herzog, Kay Rabroker, Sylvia Heise, Shawna Ranly, Audra Schneider

Tue, 03/12-8.00am Wed, 03/13 — 8:00am Thu, 03/14 - 8:00am Fri, 03/15 — 6:00pm
Weekday Mass
Intentions +Herman Willberg +Susan Clowers +John Lingnau +Laurie Hoelscher
+Margaret Helpert +All Souls +Helen Lignau +Margaret Helpert

Parish Socials this Sunday after Mass! A few years ago our Boy Scouts started the monthly socials to encourage interaction
and a sense of community among our parishioners. They placed boxes for donations on each table for parishioners to contribute
funds for coffee and paper goods. Although we've become lax in making the boxes available for contributions, we encourage
you to donate while enjoying the snacks so that we can continue to have our socials at no cost to the parish. Thank you!
Missalettes are stacked in the shelves by the side doors. Please pick one if you need to, on your way in, and return it after use.
K.C Fish and Shrimp Fry on all Fridays of Lent from 4.30 pm.

K _.C Corporate Communion will be Sunday, March 17"All members are asked to attend Mass seated in the front pews.
UPCOMING EVENTS FOR OUR LITURGICAL MINISTERS IN 2019:

The Annual Day of Prayer, Appreciation, and On-going Formation dates (tentatively) are as follows:

(Saturday from 9 am to 11am) March 23™: USHERS. March 30": MONEY COUNTERS.

May 25" EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION. June 01*: CHOIR & MUSIC

Important Liturgical Days:’ Confirmation: April 71"; Palm Sunday April 14"; Holy Thursday: April 18" Good Friday:
April 19" Easter Vigil: April 20"; Easter: April 21%; Divine Mercy Sunday April 28" First Holy Communion: May 5';
The feast of the Visitation: May 31%; Ascension: June 2" Pentecost: June 9" Holy Trinity: June 16™M: Corpus Christi:
June 23™: Most Sacred Heart: June 28"

Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of Leroy Garvey.

The Sick and the Suffering requesting our prayers: Rachel Rudloff, Charles Thornton, Robert Aparicio, Annette Hoelscher,
Leo Bringman, Layla Grace Evetts, JoeAnn Kalmbach, Pattie Kalmbach, Terry Frenzel, Jeff Bernsen, Josie Kleypas, Dennis
Fuchs, Beatrice Arnold, Mike Meyer, Bobby Bulls, Charles Ordner, Don Drake, Al Buckholt, Gene Kreger, Edwin Green, Craig
Thornton, Nancy Blanca, Terri Wilheit, Andy Herzog and Shari Daniel. THANK YOU for your spiritual works of mercy!
EVENTS THIS WEEK: OFFERINGS: 2019
Sun, 03/10 No RCIA, H.S. Faith Formation Classes Regular $1,957.00
Tues., 03/12 @ 6:00pm Pastoral Council meeting Children’s $21.00
Wed, 03/13 @ 6:00pm Holy Hour of Adoration of the BI. Sact; Bldg, & Maint, Fund  $884.00
Thu, 03/14 @6.30 pm: Adult Faith Formation: PSALMS: The School of Prayer (@ 5.pm Make-up class, @ 6pm Socials)

FATHER, PLEASE TELL US ABOUT IT!

#10 What is Pope Francis’ Message for this Lent?
This is one of the key passages of Pope Francis’ Lenten Message for 2019. Reflecting on a verse from St.
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, the Pope highlights how the season before Easter must be a time to “welcome
Christ’s victory over sin and death into our lives”, and attract “its transforming power to all of creation”
Appealing to the faithful to not allow this season of grace to pass in vain, Pope Francis says that if, “the Lent
of the Son of God ‘was an entry into the desert of creation to make it become again that garden of
communion with God” that it was before the original sin, Christians today are invited “to embody the paschal
mystery more deeply and concretely in their personal, family and social lives, above all by fasting, prayer
and almsgiving.”
Fasting, the Pope says, means turning away from the temptation to “devour” everything to satisfy our
voracity; Prayer teaches us to abandon idolatry and the self-sufficiency of our ego; Almsgiving, whereby we
escape from the insanity of hoarding everything for ourselves in the illusory belief that we can secure a future
that does not belong to us.
If we follow this journey, he said it “is possible to rediscover the joy of God’s plan for creation and for each
of us, which is to love him, our brothers and sisters, and the entire world and to find in this love our true
happiness”. The path to Easter, therefore, demands that “we renew our faces and hearts as Christians through
repentance, conversion and forgiveness” the Pope said pointing out that it is a call that involves the whole of
creation.

PSALMS: SCHOOL OF PRAYER: AN ELEVEN-PART BIBLE STUDY,
FEATURING JEFF CAVINS, SARAH CHRISTMEYER & TIM GRAY.
At the heart of the Bible are the Psalms: prayers from God that help us learn to pray. The Holy Spirit inspired them. Israel
sang them. Christ Himself prayed them, as did Our Blessed Mother. These sacred hymns become our heartfelt response
to God’s loving and wondrous deeds for us. Their words capture the imagination and draw us into a deeply personal
encounter with God. This study will help you establish a deep dialogue with God. Every session includes four essential
steps, which are designed to fit together and build upon each other. Step 1: Home preparation. Step 2: Small Group
discussion. Step 3: Video Presentation. Step 4: Review Responses.
DATE: Every Thursday, starting this week February 21% from 6.30 pm to 8.00 pm.
PLACE: Centennial Room of the Parish Hall
COST: Free
SOCIALS WITH REFRESHMENTS: 6.00 pm, half hour before class.
SIGN-UP: in the folder at the narthex of the church. OR just Show-up!
WHAT TO BRING: Bible, Catechism of the Catholic Church (if you have them), note pad and pen
WHO CAN ATTEND: You and anyone you would like to invite, friend or family, ALL are welcome!
MAKE-UP CLASS: On request, at 5.00 pm before class each week.
COMMENTS: “This study has given me a renewed love of the Word, a desire to learn more, and most of all, closeness to
Jesus that I have not experienced before.” Linda Fort Smith, Arkansas.
VOICE FROM GOD: DONOT MISS THIS PERFECT ONCE IN A LIFE TIME OPPORTUNITY!
COME ONE, COME ALL, AND GROW IN FAITH, GRACE AND WISDOM!
THE SEASON OF LENT IS HERE!: Let us make plans to attend Masses even on weekdays! Let us fast
and practice abstinence on more than the days prescribed! Let us make plans to attend the Stations of the
Cross on Fridays! Let us think of practicing Almsgiving! How about family prayers daily! Is reading
Scripture everyday part of our calendar? Have you signed for faith formation classes on Thursday nights?
Have you given thought to serving on any ministry or apostolate? Do you do any spiritual reading? Make
this Lent make a difference in your Life! God’s grace is waiting for you!
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are Days of Fast and Abstinence. Fridays in Lent are days of Abstinence.
Fridays in Lent: Mass @ 6 pm followed by the Stations of the Cross.
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Congratulations to our Catechumens and Candidates who are being sent from our parish today for the
Rite of Election with our bishop Joe Vasquez along with all others in the diocese. It is an exciting time
for them and for us as we assist them with our prayers and accompaniment in their final stages before
receiving the Sacraments of Initiation and join us to be Growing Disciples of and for Jesus!




Parish of the Visitation
Westphalia, Texas

Diocese of Austin

4

ot R e y_" >
144 County Road 3000, Lott, Texas 76656
westphaliaparish@gmail.com
254-584-4983

Rev. Edwin Kagoo, Pastor
Deacon Bill Smetana
Deacon Charlie Wright
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MASSES: Saturday —6:00 pm & Sunday —8.00 am
Tues 8:00am, Wed 7:20am, Thurs 8:00am, Fri 8:00am
RECONCILIATION: Prior to Weekend Masses

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
March 10, 2019

Encountering Christ, Transforming the World

Our Mission is to:
SEE Jesus in Life and Liturgy & BE Jesus in family and Community

LISTEN TO CATHOLIC RADIO LOCALLY @ 98.3 FM

When was the last time you invited someone to be a priest or a religious? Do it today!
3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 3k sk ok 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k sk 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk 5k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 5k 5k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 5k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 5k 5k 5k %k 3k sk sk sk sk sk sk ok k sk k sk k

“This is the Lie: Holiness is not possible”
Matthew Kelly in his book “The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity” Pg 22.
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