
 

Dear Visitation Family, Shalom (Peace)! 

The gospel for this Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time may sound like it is suitable for many of us who 

are vacationing: “Rest awhile!” Yes, it is true that we need to have a balance in our life and know our 

boundaries with regard to anything we do. We all need rest and refreshment, especially when we work as 

hard as the disciples who returned after preaching, teaching, healing and curing people from their illnesses 

and possessions. So, the invitation of Jesus: “Come away with me to a lonely place, where we can be on 

our own, and rest awhile!” is indeed appropriate and welcome. A quiet time with God in peace and away 

from the hustle and bustle of life to be refueled in spirit is a good holiday both for the soul and the body.  

But looking at all the readings of today’s liturgy reflectively, we come to understand that what God is 

teaching us today is a lesson in leadership and shepherding, which is another of our responsibilities as 

His disciples, along with the prophesying, about which we have been speaking of in the last couple of 

weeks: “Woe to the shepherds who mislead and scatter the flock of my pasture….I will appoint shepherds 

for them who will shepherd them so that they need no longer fear and tremble; and none shall be missing” 

(Jer 23:1-6). ‘He came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near, and 

through Him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father” (Eph 2:13-18).”When He saw the great crowd, 

His heart was moved with pity for them, for they were like sheep without a shepherd and He began to teach 

them many things” (Mk 6:30-34). The psalmist expresses confidence in and gratitude to the Good Shepherd: 

“The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want” (Ps 23). 

Speaking of rest and focus, great saints like St. Benedict, the father of Western Monasticism spent time in a 

cave in contemplation. The Essenes, to which group St. John the Baptist belonged, lived in desert and in 

caves. People go to visit caves that provide shelter, safety and beauty like the Ellora and Ajanta caves in 

India. But in the recent weeks what captured the rapt attention of the world and the media was the young 

soccer team of twelve boys with their coach in Thailand that was trapped lacking food and oxygen for 

eighteen days in a dark, narrow, water-filled, dangerous Tham Luang cave, easy to enter but almost 

impossible to leave, ripe for infection and disease. Thanks be to God, the ultimate sacrifice of a former Thai 

Navy seal Saman Gunan and the courageous rescuers for the miraculous escape! Dan Celluci, the CEO of 

Catholic Leadership Institute recently drew a comparison of our parishes to that cave in Thailand and said 

that we are struggling to stay alive. “1 in 5 children who are baptized will never see their First Holy 

Communion, 2 in 5 will never see Confirmation, and by age 21, 85% are gone.” Such may be the state of 

affairs in Catholic families today! The rescue seems like a mission impossible. It is a crisis squarely placed 

on all of our shoulders. What can we do? How can we be shepherds after the heart of the Good Shepherd? 

What can we do better as leaders of our families, Church and society to rescue our loved ones? 

Like the miraculous rescue in Thailand, our daunting rescue mission will also require prayer, planning and 

urgency. As some of those boys were taught how to swim and as every one of them, with escorts front and 

back for each of them, with oxygen given along the whole way, were rescued one at a time, we too can 

shepherd our children and wards out of their dark and dangerous caves that they are trapped in. But let us 

remember, taking nothing away from the valor of the rescuers, that actually it was the rope, the 

literal life line that those rescuers grasped, which showed them and the team the way out. At the 

heart of our rope of rescue is the Truth of the Gospel that we place our trust in. It is that Truth, Jesus 

Christ, who can save us and others! We can never ever afford to compromise that Truth! Saved by that 

Truth, we all can rejoice and celebrate and truly enjoy Life Eternal. That is the way we, Christian 

shepherds of today, can be Growing Disciples of & for Christ! But, time is of essence in any rescue! 

God bless and Mary protect you and yours!  I am blessed to be your father in Christ!  

Fr. Edwin Kagoo                                                                 THY WILL, LORD! 

 

“ENCOUNTERING CHRIST” CAPITAL CAMPAIGN OF AUSTIN DIOCESE update 
The diocese of Austin celebrates its platinum jubilee (75 years) this year. What a great blessing! Our Bishop Joe Vasquez 

thanks God for God’s abundant blessings that help this diocese to be one of the fastest growing dioceses in the nation. 

Along with the rapid growth come the many growing needs for the diocese to grow together and stronger as a giving and 

caring community of faith and love.  He has launched a Capital and Endowment Campaign to secure a vibrant and 

secure future for this diocese so that we may continue to encounter Christ in our liturgies and ministries. He hopes that 

this campaign will provide support to our clergy and promote the growth of the Christian laity as emerging leaders well 

formed in discipleship and evangelization. This will enable the local church to continue the mission of the universal 

Church to spread the gospel effectively and sanctify the people in the diocese of Austin and the people in Central Texas 

and beyond. He is inviting all of us in the 125 parishes and various institutions to support him in this ENCOUNTERING 

CHRIST campaign. Already 11 parishes chosen as pilot parishes along with the lead gifts obtained by the bishop have 

raised $20 million of the $85 million goa of the campaign. Our parish and 58 other parishes are asked to be part of 

‘Wave 1’ phase of the campaign beginning now through this year. The pastors of all these parishes had been invited for a 

briefing and have been invited to make our pledges to the campaign. I have made my pledge to be paid in the next five 

years. Every parish has been given a goal, which is 130% of the offertory collections in the year 2016. Our parish has 

been set a goal of $150,000.  30 % of the monies collected up to our parish goal of $150,000, and 70% of the monies 

collected over the goal amount will be returned to the parish for our church projects. We are encouraged to aim at 150% 

of our goal, which will be $225,000 to get better returns for the parish projects. You will be glad to know that in 2020, 

our parish will be celebrating 125th year of the dedication of the current edifice (church) of our parish. As we help the 

diocese, God may be enabling us to be blessed here as a faith-filled community! In discussing with the Parish Pastoral 

Council, the finance Council, the Maintenance Committee and the Liturgy Committee, about how the returns to the parish 

could be utilized, the consensus is to spend it on the renovation/repair/repainting/restoration of our beautiful church. 

Your suggestions are welcome too! The first meeting with the co-chairs took place this past Tuesday. The next step is to 

meet with our bishop at one of the three meetings he holds at the end of the month in Austin, Bastrop and Temple. Bishop 

Vasquez invites all of us to one of these meetings to explain to us all about this campaign and answer any questions we 

may have about this campaign. The meeting at the Mayborn Civic Center in Temple is to take place from 7.00 -8.30pm 

on Tuesday, July 31st with Hors d’oeuvre at 6.30 pm. Car pool will be available. There is no fee nor will any financial 

commitment be asked of you on that day. It is purely an informational meeting. If you are interested in attending this 

meeting with the bishop please contact one of the following parishioners and let them know before July 23rd how many 

will be attending: MaryJane Hubik, Jerry Loden , Janet Loden,  Randy Lorenz, Linda Lorenz,  Connie Petru,  Renae 

Willberg. 

 
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANN Parents of Mary (1st Century A.D), whose memorial is on July 26th, are the 

grand parents of Jesus. Their names are not found in the Gospels but in the devotional writings and 
traditions of the early Church. They used to have separate feasts in the Church calendar but now they 
have been appropriately joined. The Old Testament Book of Sirach praises godly men and women. When 
we reflect on the future of our lives we look to eternal reward, glory with the Risen Christ and eternal 
reward, glory with the Risen Christ and eternal happiness. But there is another dimension to the future 
of our lives, which is commonly found in the Hebrew Scriptures and that is the impact of our lives on 
others. The love and faith of Joachim and Ann passed into their daughter Mary. Sometimes we might 

think that because Mary was born without original sin in the Immaculate Conception that somehow she 
grew up on “automatic pilot” and it was irrelevant who her parents were because she would have turned 
out the same. But Mary was human and her parents had a profound impact on her growth and her 
spirituality. Mary was shaped and influenced by her parents as were each of us. This memorial is a 
chance for us to reflect on the effect we have on the lives of others. The good word, the advice, the 
mentoring, the example we give are all ways we have shaped, influenced and impacted the lives of others. 
We don’t interact with others like billiard balls simply bouncing off others with little personal impact. We 

deeply influence each other. Our heritage here on earth is the impact of our life and faith on others.  
Reflection: The most important lessons people learn are not found in school but in the lives of those closest 

to us. Is my life here on earth a blessing or a burden to the faith of others? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“In a world that is constantly and rapidly changing, the question we each have to ask ourselves is: 

What do I have in my life that is unchanging? It is that which is unchanging that allows us to thrive in 

the midst of change. The Constitution is the North Star in America’s sky. Our core beliefs play a very 

similar role in our lives. It is one thing not to believe something; it is something completely different 

and debilitating to believe and not live in that belief. There is a lot of restlessness and disease in 

our lives that could be quickly cured by a clear conscience. Let us start to live all the good things 

we believe,” says Matthew Kelly in his book, “Perfectly Yourself” (Pg 115-116). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

, 



 

MASS INTENTIONS & LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  

Weekend Mass 

Intentions 
 

Sat, 07/21 - 6.30pm Sun, 07/22 - 8.00am Sat, 07/28 - 6.00pm Sun, 07/29 - 8.00am 

16
th
 Sunday 16

th
 Sunday 17

th
 Sunday 17

th
 Sunday 

+Warren Martin 

+Ray Hoelscher 

+Lottie Lewis 

+All Souls 

 

Parishioners  

 

 

 

 

+Erwin Kahlig 

+Gladys Kahlig 

+Robert Hoelscher 

+Mildred Bruggman 

+Cecilia Frenzel 

Parishioners  

 

 

 

 

Altar Servers 

Nolan Kahlig 

Carson Kahlig  

McKenzie Hughling 

Grant Meyer 

Preston Hering 

Nate Hoelscher 

Brooke Skala 

Colton Ranly 

Preston Hering 

Nate Hoelscher 

Brooke Skala 

Colton Ranly 

Adam Herwald 

Bryce Fikes 

Jackson Palmer 

 

Lector Caroline Hoelscher Ray Rabroker Mary Jane Hubik Kolby Kosel 

Gift Bearers 
Charles Willberg 

Family 

Travis Kleypas 

Family 

Charles Moeller 

Family 
Jim Lewis Family 

Ushers 
Red Carson &  

Joey Hoelscher 

Louis Vrana &         

Hagen Hoelscher 

Carl Hubik &  

Mark Hoelscher 

Marvin Meyer &  

Edward Meyer 

Extr. Min. of HC  Amanda Moeller Marilyn Rudloff Connie Petru Cindy Moeller 

Money Counters 
Ronnie & Rita  

Kleypas                      & 

Cliff & Susan  

Neumann 

Doc & Sherry  

Savage                     & 

Caroline & Warren 

Hoelscher 

Rosary Leaders 
Elmer & Geraldine 

Hoelscher 

James & Jane  

Kahlig 

Elmer & Geraldine 

Hoelscher 

James & Jane  

Kahlig 

Voc.CrossFamily 

 

Raymond                   &  

                                  

Margaret Moeller 

 

Scott                         & 

 

Laurie Hoelscher 

 

Church Cleaners 
07/28 & 08/04 

 

Rita Kleypas, Claralee Gausemeier, Machelle Culp, Shirley Hoelscher, Susan 

Neumann, Sharon Herwald  

Weekday Mass 

Intentions 

Tue, 07/24 

 
Wed, 07/25 

 
Thu, 07/26 - 8.00am 

 
Fri, 07/27 -8.00am 

 

No Mass No Mass +Charlotte Ann 

Thornton 

+Larry R. Hoelscher 

+Gilbert Wilde 

+Pauline Wilde 

+Marvin Wilde 

NO MASS on Tuesday, 07/24 & Wednesday, 07/25.  

Sanctuary Candle this month in memoriam: Charlotte Ann Thornton and Marvin Wilde.  

The Sick and the Suffering requesting our prayers: Leo Bringnam, Layla Grace Evetts,, Raegan Ray, Carter Ray, Ty Stock, 

JoeAnn Kalmbach, Pattie Kalmbach, Terry Frenzel, Jeff Bernsen, Josie Kleypas, Dennis Fuchs, Beatrice Arnold, Mike Meyer, 

Bobby Bulls, Sister Benedict Zimmer, Charles Ordner, Don Drake, Al Buckholt, Gene Kreger, Edwin Green, Craig Thornton, 

Grace Hoelscher, Nancy Blanca, Philip Gaspar, Jason Rutkoski,, Michael Esteep, & Martha Carson. THANK YOU for your 

spiritual work of mercy! 

Sun July 29th @ 9.15am Altar Society Meeting                                                                                  Sunday Regular $2,754.00 

Wed, July 25th @ 6.00 pm Summer Weekly Teenagers Meet                                                             Childrenôs               $12.00 

                                                                                                                                                                Bldg Maint              $65.00 

                                                                                                                                                                Thanks & Many Blessings 

óEncountering Christô Campaign Prayer: Good and Gracious God, source of wisdom and generosity, who through your 

ever present Holy Spirit has bestowed upon our diocese in every generation the means to accomplish the mission of the 

church, we humbly ask for the grace to lovingly respond to your Spirit, leading us in the service of the Gospel through the 

Encountering Christ campaign. May we experience a deep and profound encounter with Christ so that, transformed through 

faith, hope and love, we are moved to respond to the needs of the marginalized, raise up vibrant parishes, form fruitful 

ministries and call forth pastoral leaders. Asking the intercession of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, may the work of this 

campaign be pleasing to you, as we await, in joyful hope, the fullness of your glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish of the Visitation  

Westphalia, Texas  
Diocese of Austin  

 
144 County Road 3000, Lott, Texas  76656 

westphaliaparish@gmail.com 
254-584-4983  

Rev. Edwin Kagoo, Pastor 
Deacon Bill Smetana 

Deacon Charlie Wright 
Deacon Julian Tyboroski 

 

 MASSES: Saturday – 6:00 pm & Sunday – 8.00 am 
Tuesday through Friday- 8:00 am  

RECONCILIATION: Prior to Weekend Masses  
 

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 22, 2018 

Encountering Christ, Transforming the World  

 
Our Mission is to: 

SEE Jesus in Life and Liturgy & BE Jesus in family and Community 

 

LISTEN TO CATHOLIC RADIO LOCALLY @ 98.3 FM                                                                                  

When was the last time you invited someone to be a priest or a religious? Do it today! 

************************************************************************* 

mailto:westphaliaparish@gmail.com

