
 

Dear Visitation Family, Shalom (Peace)!  

Priesthood Sunday, the last Sunday of October, is a special day set aside to honor 

the priesthood in the United States. This nationwide event is coordinated by the USA Council 

of Serra International. Therefore, this Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time is a day to reflect 

upon and affirm the role of the priesthood in the life of the Church as a central one. While I 

am grateful to God for the grace bestowed on me to share in the Priesthood of Jesus Christ, 

the Eternal High Priest, and to you for your continued prayers and support of my priestly 

ministry, I cannot sufficiently insist on the centrality of the Holy Mass in my life and 

yours, which gives meaning and purpose to the priesthood and our discipleship.  
The second reading (Heb 5:1-6) speaks of Jesus as the compassionate Eternal High Priest who 

offers the perfect sacrifice! The gospel (Mk 10:46-52) is a description of what happens at Mass. St. Mark 

states that Jesus came to Jericho, where Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting on the roadside. Now, 

Jericho is the lowest city on earth! It is 850 feet below sea level, more than three times lower than our death 

valley out west, which is only about 280 feet below sea level. That represents God condescending to reach 

us in the depths of our sin and in the valley of our sorrows. Mark makes it clear that Jesus is on His way to 

Jerusalem, the city of God, which is 2500 feet above sea level, and hence, a 15-mile climb, symbolic of the 

Way of the Cross from death to life. Holy Mass is all about climbing to the foot of Calvary, to 

participate in the Paschal mystery.  

Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, is a perfect example of you and me, the imperfect disciples of Jesus 

called to a life of conversion and grace. It is quite possible that it was blindness that caused Bartimaeus to 

be a beggar on the roadside. Our blindness to the presence and providence of God and His goodness and 

mercy could well be the reason that we too are not on our way to heaven but left on the roadside. But on 

hearing that Jesus was passing by, Bartimaeus would not let this moment of grace slip away without calling 

out for help. Since the day when he cried out for help, despite the pressure to shut him up, that cry has 

never been silent. At each Holy Mass, his plea is repeated: ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’ The hope that Jesus 

can heal me, too, my sick body and still more my sick soul, is the gift to us of this blind beggar on the 

roadside. Bartimaeus may rekindle the spark of hope in you and me too, and show us what can happen. 

There is not only hope in Bartimaeus’ plea but also faith! For, he recognizes Jesus to be the Son of 

David (Messiah) who would bring the exiled Israel back to their own land, foretold by Jeremiah in the first 

reading (Jer 31:7-9). Only Peter, up to this point in the gospel, was the only human person who 

acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah.  

Although there was a great multitude around Jesus, He was able to hear the cry of Bartimaeus and 

asked that he be brought to Him. This speaks of the personal attention of God to each of us even when we 

are surrounded by a multitude of the faithful at Mass. Mass indeed is not a private prayer but it is deeply a 

personal one. Every one of us can say, “It is an encounter between God and me!”  

Jesus knew Bartimaeus’ need and yet He asked him to state his request so that we could always 

ask for what is right and just, and can inspire others with our faith and trust. For in essence he was asking 

that his life may be different. He wanted a new life. Notice that when they told him to get up and go to 

Jesus who was calling him, he threw off his cloak, sprang up and came to Jesus. The cloak was the most 

versatile item of Palestinian clothing at the time of Jesus. It was a protection against rapid and frequent 

temperature changes, insulation against the harsh Judean winds and at night it doubled as a blanket. By 

leaving it behind, Bartimaeus teaches us that our only sufficiency should be Christ.  When we abandon 

ourselves and our security and surrender ourselves and our lives to Jesus then Jesus will change our lives 

too as He did with Bartimaeus and as He does with the bread and wine. We will be able to see not only the 

beautiful things and people, but God Himself! Isn’t that beatific vision called heaven!  Wouldn’t that 

experience at Mass be heaven on earth! 

Finally, when Jesus said to Bartimaeus “Go your way; your faith has saved you!” Bartimaeus did 

not go away to enjoy his new life with pleasures of this world, but he lived a life of Christian discipleship. 

We too, hear those words of Christ at the end of every Mass, is our life from Monday to next Sunday, or 

from one Mass to another, an endeavor to be Growing Disciples of Christ? 

 
‘ENCOUNTERING CHRIST’ CAPITAL CAMPAIGN update 

 

Participate in Leadership Weekend! 

This weekend, October 27 and 28, we will celebrate Leadership Weekend at our parish. 

This is an opportunity for you to join us by making your pledges to the Encountering 

Christ campaign. Our hope for Leadership Weekend is that you bring your pledge to Mass 

and turn it in to the collection basket!  

 

Making a pledge over a 5 year period allows us to get closer to reaching our campaign 

goal. I hope that you will consider your sacrificial commitment to this campaign to 

strengthen our ministries.  

 

Suggested Gift Plans:  

$200 per month given over 60 months equals $12,000!!!  

$150 per month given over 60 months equals $9,000!!!  

$100 per month given over 60 months equals $6,000!!!  

$75 per month given over 60 months equals $4,500!!!  

$50 per month given over 60 months equals $3,000!!!  

$30 per month given over 60 months equals $1,800!!!  

Thank you to all who have given to make our campaign a success! 

Make your pledge Today! 
Thus far, we have received 29 pledges, amounting to $67,275! Every pledge made is a 
step in strengthening and furthering the mission of Christ and His Church!  Blessings! 

YEAR OF REPARATION: 

 

October 25, 2018  

 

“My Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

 

On October 9, parishes throughout the Diocese of Austin joined me in celebrating Masses of Reparation to 

pray for victims of sexual abuse by clergy and to ask God’s forgiveness for the sins of those who harmed 

children. These Masses were one step towards healing in our Church due to this latest scandal.  

In our Catholic tradition, to make reparation means to offer to God an act of compensation or to make 

amends of one’s sins or the sins of others against Christ. The act is a way to repair Christ’s heart, which has 

been wounded by sin. 

 

We must continue to address our need for prayer and acts of reparation for the damage caused to our 

relationship with God, society and the reputation of the Church. To that end, I will inaugurate a “Year of 

Reparation” on November 1, 2018, the Solemnity of All Saints. It is fitting on this day to begin this year-

long observance in invoking the intercession of all saints in heaven to pray for us as we work to bring an 

end to the evil of abuse of children. You will find recommendations of prayers and actions on the diocesan 

website. 

 

You are constantly in my prayers and I ask for your prayers for me and our Church. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joe S. Vasquez. 

Bishop of Austin 

 



God bless, and Mary protect you and yours! I am blessed to be your father in Christ! 

Fr. Edwin Kagoo                                 THY WILL, LORD!       

MASS INTENTIONS & LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 

Weekend Mass 

Intentions 
 

Sat, 10/27 - 6.00pm Sun, 10/28- 8.00am Sat, 11/03-6.00pm Sun, 11/04- 8.00am 

30
th
 Sunday 30th Sunday 31st Sunday 31st Sunday 

+Georgia Ketterman 

+Alois Ketterman 
Parishioners  The Faithful Departed Parishioners 

Altar Servers 

Nolan Kahlig 

Carson Kahlig 

James Lorenz 

Addison Wilde 

Bryce Fikes 

Nate Hoelscher 

McKenzie Hughling 

Grant Meyer 

Bryce Fikes 

Nate Hoelscher 

McKenzie Hughling 

Grant Meyer 

Preston Hering 

Brooke Skala 

Madison Skala 

Colton Ranly 

 

Lector Laurie Hoelscher Tammy Ryan Mary Jane Hubik Kolby Kosel 

Gift Bearers Johnny Polach Family Travis Palmer Family Charles Willberg Family Collin Rabroker Family 

Ushers 
Paul Doskocil &      

Randy Lorenz 

Walton Hering, Jr. &    

Jeff Hering 

Calvin Wilde &  

Craig Ordner 

Johnny Polach & 

Charles Moeller 

Extr. Min. of HC Kolby Kosel Janet Loden Kelby Kosel Marilyn Rudloff 

Money Counters 
Ronnie & Rita Kleypas & Clifford & Susan 

Neumann 

Doc & Sherry Savage, Caroline Hoelscher & 

Warren Hoelscher 

Rosary Leaders 
Al &  

Lou Buckholt 

Raymond & 

Margaret Moeller 

Bradley & Marilyn 

Rudloff  

Voc.CrossFamily 

  
Al & Lou Buckholt 

 

Curtis &            

Catherine Kahlig 

Church Cleaners 11/03 & 11/10 

 

 Peggy Hrabal, Laura Hrabal, Eileen Lewis, Barbara Hoelscher, Kimberly 

Kleypas, Tina Locklin, Paula Niemeyer 

 

Weekday Mass 

Intentions 

Tue, 10/30-8:00am 

 

Wed, 10/31-7:20am 

 

Thu, 11/01 

ALL SAINTS’ DAY 

Fri, 11/02-8:00am 

ALL SOULS DAY 

+CharlotteAnn Thornton 

+Ashley Hoelscher 

+Ronnie Ranly 

+Pauline Wilde 

7.00 am;+Irene Ordner 

6.30 pm: Parishioners 

The Faithful Departed 

The Solemnity of ALL SAINTS, a Holy Day of Obligation on Thursday, November 1st: Masses at 7am and 6.30 pm. 

ALL SOULS DAY, Nov  2nd: Blessing of the Cemetery after Mass at 8 am.  

Building & Maintenance Fund Collection will be next weekend. Please be generous. 

“The Bible and the Virgin Mary” a 12 part series, as part of our on-going Faith Formation for Adults is being conducted on 

Thursdays from 6.30 to 8 pm in the Centennial Room of our Parish Hall, with refreshments and fellowship at 6.00 pm. All are 

welcome for all or any of the sessions. The admission is free! This week NO CLASS! 

2nd Banns of Marriage: There is a proposal of marriage between Michael Heise, son of Mike and Sylvia Heise of our parish 

and Lindsey Barnes, daughter of Bill and the late Earlene Barnes of Troy. If there is any impediment to this marriage, you are 

bound in conscience to inform your pastor.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

PTO Halloween Carnival from 4 pm to 7 pm this Sunday, at the Parish Hall. Join in the fun, food, and fellowship.  

Parish Picnic: 10/28:Ss.Cyril & Methodius, Granger 

Parish Mission in Holy Trinity Parish, Corn Hill, for more information check bulletin board. 

St. Luke’s in Temple will host its 25th annual Arts & Crafts Show on Nov. 3 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the parish hall 

S&W Blood Drive @ St. Joseph’s Cyclone, This Sunday,8 am -11:30am. Breakfast served.  

Sanctuary Candle this month in memoriam: Rev. Reinhold Schmitt, Lucille Kennedy, Ashley Hoelscher, Charlotte Ann 

Thornton and Marcus Wilde.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Sick and the Suffering requesting our prayers :  Annette Hoelscher, Susan Clowers,  Leo Bringman,  Layla Grace Evetts, 
Raegan Ray, Carter Ray, JoeAnn Kalmbach, Pattie Kalmbach, Terry Frenzel, Jeff Bernsen, Josie Kleypas, Dennis Fuchs, Beatrice Arnold, 

Mike Meyer, Bobby Bulls, Sister Benedict Zimmer, Charles Ordner, Don Drake, Al Buckholt, Gene Kreger, Edwin Green, Craig Thornton, 

Grace Hoelscher, Nancy Blanca, and Elmer Hoelscher. THANK YOU for your spiritual works of mercy. 
 

 
Sun., Oct. 28th after Mass RCIA, High School Rel. & First Reconciliation Classes              Regular                        $1,885.00  
Wed, Oct 31st @ 7:00pm Choir                                                                                               Children’s                         $48.00 

Sun, Nov 4th  after Mass Altar Society Meeting                                                                       Mission Sunday             $382.00 

 

.      

Parish of the Visitation 

Westphalia, Texas 
Diocese of Austin 

 
144 County Road 3000, Lott, Texas  76656 

westphaliaparish@gmail.com 
254-584-4983 

Rev. Edwin Kagoo, Pastor 
Deacon Bill Smetana 

Deacon Charlie Wright 
Deacon Julian Tyboroski 

MASSES: Saturday – 6:00 pm & Sunday – 8.00 am 
Tues 8:00am; Wed 7:20am; Thurs 8:00am, Fri 8:00am 

RECONCILIATION: Prior to Weekend Masses 
 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY 

October 28, 2018 
Encountering Christ,  Transforming the World  

 

Our Mission is to: 

SEE Jesus in Life and Liturgy & BE Jesus in family and Community 

 

LISTEN TO CATHOLIC RADIO LOCALLY @ 98.3 FM                                                                                  

When was the last time you invited someone to be a priest or a religious? Do it today! 

************************************************************************* 

ñOnly to the extent that we are able to wrench ourselves away from the 

slavery of temper, appetites, and impulses will we be able to love and be 

loved .ò Matthew kelly  in his book ñperfectly yours elf ò pg138  

mailto:westphaliaparish@gmail.com

