
 

Dear Visitation Family, Shalom (Peace)!  

It’s November! What does it mean? It means that this is the time for Thanks-Giving! First of all, to 

think of and thank God, the source of all good, who continues to give us more and more gifts both natural 

and supernatural, and also to thank all the people He has placed in our life journey to be a blessing to us. 

The best way of thanking is by giving! We commenced this month thanking Him for the cloud of witnesses, 

All Saints! Though the saints are so different in age, gender, walk of life, and degrees of holiness, they all had 

one thing in common, namely, they gave us what they received. In the liturgical calendar November is 

designated as the month of All Souls, when we especially remember and pray for all the faithful departed, 

known and unknown. We pray especially for the holy souls in purgatory who now can only receive since their 

opportunity to give has ended until they are in heaven. Today is also the 100th anniversary of the end of 

the I World War. And every year on this eleventh day of the eleventh month, we celebrate Veteran’s day in 

honor of those who have given their all to serve the nation faithfully and fearlessly. And today’s readings 

speak about how God sees our giving. He lauds and rewards all who give themselves totally, selflessly, 

willingly, cheerfully and generously with complete trust and loving faith 

 In the gospel (Mk 12: 38-44) what struck me most was the verse 41 which said that Jesus, (who in 

Mark’s chronology is now in the Temple in Jerusalem during the Passover week, which is our liturgical Holy Week), 

sat down opposite the treasury and WATCHED how the people put money into the treasury. That to me is 

equally scary and comforting. While teaching us to be grateful for all that we receive from a God who can 

never be outdone in generosity, Jesus and the gospel remind us that Christian discipleship and 

stewardship is all about GIVING as Christ gives. Every page of the gospel, every miracle and parable of 

Jesus, all His teaching and preaching, His life and His mission is all about that.  Today’s gospel qualifies 

what truly a Christ-like giving is.  

The Temple courtyard which is the setting for today’s gospel is a very noisy place not only because 

of the crowd that was there at that time of the year, but because of the clanging of coins. There were thirteen 

receptacles there, each shaped like a large funnel or trumpet with large opening at the top and from there a 

long twisting tunnel that went down to the ground. The idea was that these coins would make a lot of noise, 

much like the modern day slot machines, and draw people’s attention. And the more noise, the more 

generous you were seen to be. Now, all those sounds seem to fall deaf to Jesus’ ears! But, the only sound 

that catches his attention is the clunk of two small copper coins worth less than a penny. Immediately Jesus’ 

eyes are drawn there. There was a widow, says Mark. Jesus saw what others really did not see! She was 

giving everything she had, while others gave from their surplus. She was giving out of her need and 

sustenance. When he heard the clunk of the coins, Jesus saw her deep trust which made it possible 

for her to do that. Widows had difficult time at the time of Our Lord. They could not inherit the property of 

their husbands. It had to go through their brothers or sons or some male relative. If they were not there, it 

was confiscated by the scribes, leaving her desperate with nothing. She would have no livelihood like the 

widow of Zarephath in the first reading (I Kg 17:10-16) who during the famine, expected her son and herself 

to die of starvation after they had eaten the But she, like the widow in the gospel gave everything to feed 

God’s prophet Elijah first. But, the promise of the Lord that her jar of flour will never go empty, nor her 

jug of oil ever run dry until the day when the Lord will send rain upon the earth, came to pass 

because of her total trust expressed through her generous and unreserved giving.  

All of us are called to be givers- of our time, talent, and treasure! And most of us are givers! But the 

question is: Are you a grudge-giver, who does not want to give, but give just to create a “bella-figura” image, 

or are you a duty-giver who gives only because of certain obligation attached to it, or are you a thanks-

giver, who gives generously, cheerfully from the very substance of your being and not from the surplus, 

because of the realization that everything you have is from, and for God?  

As we look at Jesus on the cross, celebrate his sacrificial love at every Eucharist, and be fed 

by His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity, let us learn to be thanks-givers whom the Lord sees and 

approves! God bless and Mary protect you & yours! I am blessed and thankful to be your father in Christ! 
Fr. Edwin Kagoo                                 THY WILL, LORD! 

  

 
‘ENCOUNTERING CHRIST’ CAPITAL CAMPAIGN update 

COMMITMENT WEEKEND 11/18/2018 

We are glad to report that thus far, 29% of our parishioners through 51 gifts have 

pledged $107,600, which is 72% our parish goal of $150,000. Thank you to those who 

have made their pledges! We would ask the others to kindly respond to the request after 

prayerful consideration, at your earliest, so that we may be able to complete the pledge 

appeal in a timely manner and as successfully as possible. Anything you may pledge is 

acceptable! Trusting in God is the secret! Cast your doubts away and trust in Him!  

Making a pledge over a 5 year period allows us to get closer to reaching our campaign 

goal. I hope that you will consider your sacrificial commitment to this campaign to 

strengthen our ministries in the diocese.  

Suggested Gift Plans:  

$200 per month given over 60 months equals $12,000!!!  

$150 per month given over 60 months equals $9,000!!!  

$100 per month given over 60 months equals $6,000!!!  

$75 per month given over 60 months equals $4,500!!!  

$50 per month given over 60 months equals $3,000!!!  

$30 per month given over 60 months equals $1,800!!!  

Thank you to all who have given to make our campaign a success! 

Next weekend will be our Commitment Weekend. Every family will have an 

opportunity to decide on one of the four options: 1. I have already made my pledge and 

will continue to pray for the diocese 2. I am doing it today 3. I am praying about it and will 

make a pledge very soon. 4. At this time, I cannot make a pledge but will pray for the 

diocese. 

Make your pledge Today! 
Every pledge made is a step in strengthening and furthering the mission of Christ and His 

Church!  God bless you abundantly! 

NOVEMBER IS ALL SOULS’ MONTH. ALL OF OUR MASSES ARE OFFERED 

FOR OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED AND FOR ALL THE FORGOTTEN SOULS IN 

PURGATORY. PLEASE USE THE ENVELOPES IN THE NARTHEX FOR MASS 

INTENTIONS AND PLACE THEM IN THE BASKET IN FRONT OF THE ALTAR. 

SAY A LITTLE PRAYER FOR THE DEAD EVERYDAY, AND REMEMBER THEM 

IN YOUR ROSARY, THE ANGELUS, AND YOUR GRACE BEFORE AND AFTER 

MEALS! VISIT THE CEMETERY, PRAY, AND GAIN THE PLENARY 

INDULGENCE! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

If you are needing any Sacraments like Baptism, Confirmation, Confession, Communion to 

the Sick, Holy Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick, wanting to join the seminary to study to 

be a priest, or any other spiritual assistance, please do not hesitate to call your pastor, who 

is here to assist you most willingly. God bless you and your love for Him and for others! 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Congratulations to Michael and Lindsey Heise, the newly married couple who were united in Holy 

Matrimony on Saturday, November 10, 2018. May God who has brought them  together, keep them  together! 



 

 

Parish Social for Nov hosted by the Frei Family (including Rudloff, Ketterman & Polach Families) this weekend. Thanks! 

Short Veterans Day Recognition at the Little School flag pole after the 8am Mass this Sunday. Everyone welcome. 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development will be next weekend. 

“The Bible and the Virgin Mary” a 12 part series, as part of our on-going Faith Formation for Adults is being conducted on 

Thursdays from 6.30 to 8 pm in the Centennial Room of our Parish Hall, with refreshments and fellowship at 6.00 pm. All are 

welcome for all or any of the sessions. The admission is free! This week’s topic is “Mary’s Immaculate Conception” 

Senior Citizens’ Lunch -Westphalia ISD 8th graders invite our Senior Citizens to lunch on Thursday, Nov 15th at 11:15am in 

the Centennial Room.  Spaghetti, corn, green beans, garlic bread, desert, and tea will be served.  All seniors are welcome 

The Knights of Columbus will be hosting “Food for Families” from 11/12 to 12/16. Any non-perishable foods you place in 

the designated basket in the narthex will go to the Rosebud & Lott Food Pantry. Thanks for your help! 

Altar Society Quilt & Craft Show - Please pick up copies of the quilt show guidelines, worklist and the monthly newsletter 

from the narthex of Church.  Every lady is asked to participate by bringing items for the booth and basket and working your 

designated time.  Let's make our only fundraiser a big success! 

Thanks for all the calls, food, visits & prayers during my recent illness. Everything was greatly appreciated, Elmer Hoelscher 

Sanctuary Candle this month in memoriam: Ashley Hoelscher, Charlotte Ann Thornton and Marcus Wilde.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Sick and the Suffering requesting our prayers :  Annette Hoelscher, Susan Clowers,  Leo Bringman,  Layla Grace 

Evetts, Raegan Ray, Carter Ray, JoeAnn Kalmbach, Pattie Kalmbach, Terry Frenzel, Jeff Bernsen, Josie Kleypas, Dennis 

Fuchs, Beatrice Arnold, Mike Meyer, Bobby Bulls, Sister Benedict Zimmer, Charles Ordner, Don Drake, Al Buckholt, Gene 

Kreger, Edwin Green, Craig Thornton, Grace Hoelscher, Nancy Blanca, Shari Daniel, and Evelyn Rabroker.   

THANK YOU for your spiritual works of mercy. 

                  
Tue. Nov. 13th @ 6.00pm Campaign Meeting @6.30pm Pastoral Council                              Regular                         $2,179.00                                                                                                                                                                         

Wed, Nov. 14th @ 7.00pm Choir                                                                                              Children’s                          $12.23                                                                                               
Thu, Nov. 15th @ 6.00pm Adult Faith Formation Class in the Centennial Room                    Bldg. & Maint.                $802.00 

                                                                                                                                                    All Saints’                         $368.00  

                                                                                                   

 

 

 

Parish of the Visitation 

Westphalia, Texas 
Diocese of Austin 

 
144 County Road 3000, Lott, Texas  76656 

westphaliaparish@gmail.com 
254-584-4983 

Rev. Edwin Kagoo, Pastor 
Deacon Bill Smetana 

Deacon Charlie Wright 
Deacon Julian Tyboroski 

MASSES: Saturday – 6:00 pm & Sunday – 8.00 am 
Tues 8:00am; Wed 7:20am; Thurs 8:00am, Fri 8:00am 

RECONCILIATION: Prior to Weekend Masses 
 

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

November 11, 2018 
Encountering Christ,  Transforming the World  

 

Our Mission is to: 

SEE Jesus in Life and Liturgy & BE Jesus in family and Community 

 

LISTEN TO CATHOLIC RADIO LOCALLY @ 98.3 FM                                                                                  

When was the last time you invited someone to be a priest or a religious? Do it today! 

************************************************************************* 

ñGod loves a cheerful giver .ò 2 Cor 9:7  

MASS INTENTIONS & LITURGICAL MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 

Weekend Mass 

Intentions 

 

Sat, 11/10 - 6.00pm Sun, 11/11- 8.00am Sat, 11/17-6.00pm Sun, 11/18- 8.00am 

32nd Sunday 32nd Sunday 33rd Sunday 33rd Sunday 

The Faithful Departed Parishioners 

+Joe Frenzel  

+Connie Smiser 

Frank & Julie Buckholt 

Family’s  Living & Dead  

Parishioners 

Altar Servers 

Preston Hering 

Brooke Skala 

Madison Skala 

Colton Ranly 

Mikey Lewis 

Jackson Palmer 

Ryder Palmer 

Mikey Lewis 

Jackson Palmer 

Ryder Palmer 

Brenden Doskocil 

Logan Kleypas 

Carter Kleypas 

Parker Peters 

Lector Youth Shawna Ranly Laurie Hoelscher Susan Neumann 

Gift Bearers Youth BA Ranly Family Charles Moeller Family Jared Ranly Family 

Ushers Youth 
Chris Hrabal &  

Lynwood Kleypas 

Red Carson &  

Edward Ranly 

Allen Frei &  

Randy Frei 

Extr. Min. of HC Amanda Moeller Cindy Moeller Connie Petru Kayla Ranly 

Money Counters 
Louis & Jerlene Vrana & 

.Horest & Bernice Weaver 

Jerry & Janet Loden,  

Sharon Herwald & Janet Ferguson 

Rosary Leaders Patricia Simecek Bradley & MarilynRudloff Patricia Simecek Bradley & Marilyn Rudloff 

Voc.CrossFamily 

 
 Raymond & Margaret Moeller                 Scott & Laurie Hoelscher 

Church Cleaners 
11/17 & 11/24 

 

Patricia Hoelscher, Pam Ward, Lynne Greger, Courtney Yezak, Cecilia Tana, 

Alicia Fikes 

Weekday Mass 

Intentions 

Tue, 11/13-8:00am 

 
Wed, 11/14-7:20am 

 
Thu, 11/15-8:00am 

 
Fri, 11/16-8:00am 

 

+Gilbert Wilde 

+Ray Hoelscher 

+Marcus Wilde 

+Wilfred Hoelscher 

+Beatrice Hoelscher 

Charlotte Ann Thornton 

+Walter Hoelscher 

+Lawrence Vrazel, Jr. 

mailto:westphaliaparish@gmail.com

